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For immediate release

Child Rights Coalition - Sierra Leone condemns the omission of FGM Clause in
Child Rights Bill 2025, Freetown, Sierra Leone

July 3, 2025

The Child Rights Coalition - Sierra Leone (CRC-SL) expresses its profound disappointment
and condemnation of the Sierra Leone Parliament’s decision of 3" July 2025, to pass tha
Child Rights Bill 2025 that excludes the explicit prohibition of child Female Genital Mutilation

(FGM).

This decision represents a grave omission that undermines the spirit and purpose of child
protection legislation. The Coalition views this omission as a significant setback for child
protection and a failure to prioritize the fundamental rights and well-being of girls in Sierra
Leone. CRC-SL believes that the omission of the child FGM clause sends a dangerous
message that the protection of girls from this harmful practice is not a priority.

The CRC-SL acknowledges the passage of Section 21(1) of the approved bill, which
addresses protection from all forms of violence, including physical violence, torture, and
other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment that dehumanize or is injurious
to the physical and mental welfare of a child. However, the Coalition is deeply concerned
that the approved bill prioritizes this vague clause while expunging Article 21(2), which
specifically and explicitly bans FGM for girls. Banning FGM for girls is not a ban on tradition.

The exclusion of this critical clause leaves girls vulnerable to the harmful practice of FGM,
which has severe and long-lasting physical and psychological consequences. The Coalition
emphasizes that FGM is a violation of children's rights and a form of gender-based violence.
It is a practice that has no health benefits and can cause severe bleeding, infections,
complications during childbirth, mental health including post-traumatic stress disorders,
lifelog trauma, loss of bodily autonomy, and even death.

This decision not to explicitly ban child FGM contradicts international human rights
st_andards. and questions Sierra Leone's State Party commitments to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child, The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of Children, and the
Maputo Protocol which we have ratified without reservation. It also undermines the progress

made in raising awareness about FGM and the commitment to criminalize child FGM at
community level.



In this regard, the Child Rights Coalition - Sierra Leone strongly calls upon:

e The Parliament of Sierra Leone to reconsider this decision and to ;

Rights Bill to include a specific clause that explicitly criminali amgnd 5

: : . nalizes child FGM and
protects girls from this practice. The Government of Sierra Leone to demonstrate its
commitment to protecting the rights of girls by prioritizing the eradication of child
FGM as expressly stated in the Mid- Term National Development Plan 2024-2030.

e The Government of Sierra Leone, without delay, to fully meet its state obligations to
the International and Regional Instruments that protect the rights of the child we have
acceded to.

e The President of Sierra Leone to carefully consider the rationale of not explicitly
criminalizing FGM before assenting to the bill.

e All stakeholders, including civil society organizations, religious leaders, and
community members, continue advocating for the protection of girls and the
elimination of FGM. \

The CRC-SL remains committed to working with all stakeholders to ensure that all children
in Sierra Leone, especially girls, are protected from all forms of violence and can reach their

full potential.

About the CRC-SL

The CRC-SL is a nationwide civil society network that advocates for children’s r'ights in Sjerra
Leone. It submits alternative reports on Sierra Leone's State Party implementation of regn.onal
and international child rights instruments in Sierra Leone. It comprises over 100 natlonal
and international civil society and non-governmental organizatior?s' that promote anc:1 FT;ot:cs
the rights of the child. It plays a key role in shaping national pOlIFIeS e'md Iaw}s on;: rlerr::ms
rights. The Coalition was instrumental in drafting the current Child Rights Bill an

committed to ensuring that no child is left behind.



